THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
of all sorts, who would like to recall the old Holy Roman Empire
or set up Utopias of every conceivable type.
But is not the whole struggle against the new absolutism itself
Utopian? It cannot be denied that whatever is done in the field
of practical politics tends steadily in the direction of a new abso-
lutism. This is a parallel phenomenon to that of the unceasing
technicalization of our life. The State itself is a technical appa-
ratus, and society itself needs for its regulation machinery that
does its work through rational functions. This development is at
the same time the reaction to the phenomenon of the modern
masses. It might be said that the new absolutism is not an
arbitrary invention of ambitious potentates, any more than it was
in the seventeenth century, but the inevitable result of the decay
of autonomous elements of authority. The new absolute power is
coming into existence in the void left by the dying out of old
organic elements of rule.
Obvious though it may seem that the future logically belongs,
in the social and political and constitutional fields as elsewhere, to
technical machinery which works with absolute precision, it does
not necessarily follow that there can be no escape from the new
absolutism. On the contrary, it is here that the great tasks of our
day lie: without a limitation of the competence of governmental
machinery and of a centralist absolutism, the whole struggle for
democracy and personal liberty is just playing with words. This
great war becomes, then, nothing but a duel between rival groups
of Powers. It is no longer a fight for freedom. Without that
limitation the freedoms of the British Commonwealth and the
United States are but antique curiosities, carried down by specially
favouring conditions into a changed qorld, like a mediaeval
building in the midst of modern functional structures.
But how can the destructive influences of technical advance and
the rise of great mass collectivities be combated except by
rationalized machinery and an absolutist order? Of what does the
new institutional safeguard of freedom and self-government
consist in an age of frenzied mass demand for security? Security
is provided only by the new absolutist society, the new totalitarian
collectivity.
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